
CULTURE MATTERS – DON’T TORCH THE ARTS!

We are artists, cultural workers and supporters of a civil society, and we call on all 
those who believe in the value of arts and culture in our communities. Join us in 
bringing public attention to the recently announced, brutal cuts to our sector by 
the BC government.  
  
Despite recent announcements reinstating funding to multi-year clients of Gaming 
grants, funding to the arts and culture sector has NOT been restored; the provincial 
government is planning to cut over 80% of what has consisted of only 1/20th of 1% 
of the provincial budget.  

 According to our most recent sources, 85%-92% of core provincial funding for arts 

and culture will be cut by 2012, from both tax-based and non-tax-based [gaming] 
streams.   The arts and cultural sector is bearing the brunt of discretionary cuts 
compared with other areas.  During this economic crisis we are willing to make 
reasonable sacrifices, but cannot accept outright decimation of the sector. 

Total support for arts and culture organizations in BC from 2008-2012, including 
all sources (Gaming, BC Arts and Culture Special Endowment, Direct taxpayer 
investment) are: 

2008/2009 – 47.8 million 

2009/2010 – 42.219 million (as of February) 
2009/2010 – 23.075 million (suddenly, as of September) 
2010/2011 – 3.749 million (not including Gaming funds)
2011/2012 – 3.675 million (not including Gaming funds) 

No other province in Canada has reduced support for the arts sector, a sector that, 
according to government statistics, produces significant returns on investment. This 

is a sector that creates both social and economic capital.  The arts are a critical 
part of many stimulus strategies being enacted around the world.    

In moments of crisis, only imagination is more important than knowledge.   
- ALBERT EINSTEIN
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