
Dear Premier Horgan and Minister Dix, 
 
I’m writing to protest the recent order that live theatre productions be shut down due to COVID concerns. I am 75 
years old with serious underlying health issues. Yet I have attended seven live shows in five different theatrical 
venues since the re-opening of theatres in September. Never have I felt threatened or vulnerable. Sitting for a little 
over an hour each time in a large, well-ventilated room with 30 or 40 other people, all masked and socially distanced, 
with no interaction, has seemed about the safest activity I could do. I find live performance invigorating and 
refreshing. Fresh art is as important as fresh air. 
 
I fully understand and support your government’s efforts to get the virus under control and keep us all safe. But the 
obvious contradictions in your policies simply undermine public confidence. I pass by a gym on my morning walk and 
see people exerting themselves at relatively close quarters without masks. I go to my local coffee shop and see 20 or 
30 patrons sitting and talking across small tables without masks in a room maybe 1/5th the size of a theatre. I hear 
that cinemas are not closed. But live theatre venues are. What kind of sense does that make? Isn’t the idea to 
discourage people from gathering in groups in situations where they are likely to spread the virus? Has even ONE 
case been traced back to a live theatrical production? Not that I’m aware of. This policy makes no sense and 
discriminates egregiously against those people—many of them economically marginal in the best of times—who work 
in an important cultural industry where the average annual income is barely above the poverty line.  
 
I’m a big fan of your government and have been an NDP supporter for nearly 50 years. This is the first time I have 
ever protested any of your policies. But in the interests of fairness and logic and the mental and spiritual health of 
those of us for whom live performance is an essential part of living in BC, I implore you to rethink this misguided order 
and rescind it as soon as possible. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Jerry Wasserman 
 


